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About the Creators

Lynn Street is a science-inspired author sharing lively STEAM
stories with young readers. She loves concepts that cross
disciplines, and personal narratives set against a sea of facts.
Her passion is writing for curious observers who want to
discover the wonders of their world. Her debut, THE BLUE JAYS
THAT GREW A FOREST (Peachtree, 2025), is illustrated by Anne
Hunter. This lyrical nonfiction picture book explores the
symbiotic relationship between blue jays and oak trees.

Lynn’s writing celebrates nature and invites readers to slow
down and explore, to become budding naturalists and citizen
scientists. On daily walks in the woods, she challenges herself to
spot five new things—a hungry hawk, leaf buds, lichen, a spotted
fawn, or a fallen tree. Lynn uses drawing and journaling to
engage with the world, and she believes a connection to nature
is the key to caring for the environment and to joy. She
volunteers for nature organizations and is dedicated to
environmental education and integrating art, science, writing,
and nature for kids.

Lynn earned an MFA in poetry from the Vermont College of Fine
Arts and enjoys bringing lyrical language to life. Represented by
Stephanie Fretwell-Hill at Red Fox Literary
(www.redfoxliterary.com). Find out more at
www.lynnstreetbooks.com

Anne Hunter grew up in South Florida surrounded by people
who knew about birds and plants, insects, and the tropical
environment, including her mother, an Audubon field trip leader.
Anne combines her love of nature and art and brings her study
of scientific illustration to bear on her work. The illustrator of
more than twenty books, some authored as well as illustrated,
Anne is the winner of a Geisel Honor for her book Where’s Baby?
She now lives in Vermont.




About the Book

Take a lyrical journey on the wings of blue jays as they bury thousands of acorns for next season’s food and help
Mother Nature extend the oak forests.

Most of us know about the mighty oak tree, and how important oaks are as a keystone species. But we may be less
aware of the role that blue jays play in assisting the expansion of oak tree forests.

Covering one full year from season to season, we learn about the habits of the blue jays. All summer long they feed
on bugs, berries, and seeds. But as autumn approaches, they perch in the canopy waiting for the acorns to ripen.
With cold weather coming soon, this blue crew hauls away acorns, each bird taking as many as five per load. They fly
over a farm or two and hide the acorns in a sunny open area where they can find them later when other food is
scarce. But not all acorns will be eaten. Little do the jays know that the treasures they bury may one day become the
beginnings of a new oak forest.

This debut picture book from poet Lynn Street lyrically celebrates the connection between blue jays and oak trees. It
will appeal to readers fascinated by the behavior of birds and by the reciprocal relationships found in nature. While
jays depend on acorns for food, the oak depends on jays to scatter its fruit far and wide. Blue jays have specially
developed pouches in their throats that allow them to carry several acorns at a time, and they can travel as far as
1,500 miles in a season burying their acorns. A keystone species in oak forest ecosystems, these familiar birds are
thought to have contributed to reestablishing oak forests after the last ice age. The detailed back matter provides
further information about oaks and jays.

Geisel Honoree artist Anne Hunter, who lives in the jay-filled woods of Vermont, illustrated this book with great
affection for these beautiful, clever, and sometimes noisy birds. After reading this book, you will see blue jays in an
entirely new light.

Reviews

The blue jay gets its due in this sharply written appreciation of the bird’s critically important symbiotic relationship with oak trees. . . .Soft
pen, ink, and colored pencil renderings have a fittingly feathered texture that enhances the careful detailing used to capture the birds and
plant life alike. . . .an admiring and conscientious portrait. . . .

—Publishers Weekly

Active verbs ... and elegant imagery ... add resonance. .. .Hunter’s soft and subtle pen, ink, and colored pencil illustrations, both close-
ups and from a distance, and from high and low perspectives alike, are as lyrical and lovely as the text.An eloquently told story of
symbiosis.

—Kirkus Reviews

This beautiful book cleverly covers a full year of the amazing arrangement, with attractive colored-pencil illustrations displaying each
season in splendid detail. . .. An outstanding observation of a remarkable reciprocal relationship in the natural world.
—Booklist

About the Guide

This activity was created by Kari Allen, an educator with twenty years of education and classroom experience. All
activities can and should be modified to best fit student needs. A sampling of Common Core standards is listed at
the end of the activity. Visit Kari's website www.kariallenwrites.com for more information about her guides and
activities.

All art from the activity was created by Anne Hunter. This activity is for use in classrooms and for educational
purposes only.



Comic Activity

After reading The Blue Jays that Grew a Forest, discuss the
sequence of the book. What happened first? What happened
next? What happened at the end? What steps need to take

place for the new forest to grow? How do the blue jays and
the oak trees help each other? After learning about how the
blue jay is important to helping oak trees grow new forests,
create a comic that shows the story of the blue jay and the

oak tree.

Take a closer look at this page. You can
see how the illustrator used something

called vignettes to show how the blue jay

hides the acorns. These vignettes are

similar to comic panels because of how

AT they show a sequence of events. Could

you try something like this in your

comic?
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Some Questions to Help Guide Your Comic:

e The first line of the book is, “How does the mighty oak
create more oak trees?” Try to answer this question

through your comic.

* What does the oak tree need to grow? See if you can
include the different things an oak tree might need in

order to grow. Use the text to help you find the answers.
e What seasons could your comic show?

e The first page of the story shows a map. The map may
be helpful as you plan your comic spreads. How could you

show pieces of the map in your comic?

e How can you show how the acorn travels away from the
parent tree in your comic? How can you use the panels to

show distance and/or time?
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Extension Activity

e What would a conversation between a blue jay and oak
tree look like? Use information from the book to help
you. Draw an oak tree and a blue jay on the template.
Then fill in the word bubbles with what you imagine each
might say to the other. Choose the template works best
for you.

or

e What would a conversation between a blue jay and an
acorn look like? Use information from the book to help
you. Draw an acorn and a blue jay on the template. Then
fill in the word bubbles with what you imagine each might
say to the other. Chose the template works best for

you.

Below there are printable options for the activities. You might need more than one
copy of the template to complete your comic or your conversation. You might

prefer one template over another. Or you might prefer to draw your own panelsl
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Create a comic that follows the story of a blue jay and an acorn.
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Create a comic that follows the story of a blue jay and an acorn.
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Create a comic that follows the story of a blue jay and an acorn.
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Kindergarten Literacy Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.K.1

With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.2

With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RIK.3

With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of
information in a text.

First Grade Literacy Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.1

Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.2

Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.3

Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.7

Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.7

Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of "how-to" books on a given topic and
use them to write a sequence of instructions).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.8

With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided
sources to answer a question.

Second Grade Literacy Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.1

Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key
details in a text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.3

Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical
procedures in a text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.8

Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.

Next Generation Science Standards

K-LS1-1 From Molecules to Organisms: Structures and Processes
Use observations to describe patterns of what plants and animals (including humans) need to survive.

K-ESS2-2 Earth's Systems
Construct an argument supported by evidence for how plants and animals (including humans) can change the
environment to meet their needs.

K-ESS3-1 Earth and Human Activity
Use a model to represent the relationship between the needs of different plants and animals (including humans)
and the places they live.

2-L.S2-2 Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics
Develop a simple model that mimics the function of an animal in dispersing seeds or pollinating plants.
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